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The Translator's Preface 

The following Scheme requires no other Recommendation, but to say, 
it was design'd by Cardinal Alheroni, a Genius form'd by Nature for 
the greatest and most extensive Enterprizes. 

Posterity will scarcely believe, that this Prodigy, in the space of four 
or five years, had raised the Spanish Monarchy to the Height of Power, 
to which it is now arrived; and that, from a languid and declining State, 
which render'd it an Object of Contempt to the rest of Europe, for 
more than a Century. 

Should I engage in a Detail of his Administration, and Conduct in 
Spain and Italy, this work would swell to an exorbitant Size; but that 
is not my Design, having entirely confin'd myself to the Business of the 
Translation, which I have endeavour'd to perform with the utmost 
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Fidelity; and it would, indeed, be almost unpardonable to have com- 
mitted Errors, in a Scheme, calculated for promoting Christianity and 
the Good of Mankind, which could be portray'd by him only, who seems 
to have Capacity for the Government of the World. 

As this Design interests the Religious as well as the Civil Rights of all 
Christian Powers, I natter myself, it will be esteem'd as a valuable 
Present to the Publick. 

The Introduction 

If neither the Dictates of Humanity, nor the Duties of Religion are 
cogent enough to inspire the Princes and States of Christendom with a 
Resolution to rescue their Fellow Christians from the Tyranny and 
Bondage of Infidels, it may however be presumed their own Interests 
will tempt them to undertake that pious and salutary Work. 

It is amazing to see Christian Princes, so jealous of their Honour, so 
anxious to revenge the very Shadow of Injuries; to see them, I say, so 
easily piqued at one another, upon trivial Incidents, and tamely sitting 
down, at the same Time, with the most outrageous Affronts, Violations, 
Ravages, and Depredations of the Infidels of Barbary and Morocco. 
How often do those Robers take the Ships of Spain and Portugal, ravage 
and burn their Coasts, and carry away their Subjects into Slavery, with 
Impunity? Yet these Crowns have, for some Time, been in a State of 
Warfare, on the Score of Insults offer'd to a Public Minister. 

Other Sovereign Princes and States, to preserve their Subjects from 
such Evils, stoop so low, as, in some Measure, to become Tributary to 
those Pyrates, by sending them annual Presents; but how far such 
Conduct is consistent with the dignity of free and independent Princes, 
is submitted to the Censure of the Publick. 

Some Umbrage may, perhaps, be taken against this Scheme, on Ac- 
count of Religion; but how often have Catholick and Protestant Princes 
enter'd into Confederacies against their Neighbours indiscriminately? 
And shall we now be surprized to see them forming Alliance against 
Infidels and Pyrates? 

Never was Opportunity more favourable; Heaven seems to point 
out the Subversion of the Turkish Empire, by such a Concurrence of 
Incidents, as has not been known, since the Doctrine of Mohomet first 
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appear'd in the World: A Juncture that exceeds the Wishes of the most 
ardent Christians; when the Turks are so vigorously pushed by the Per- 
sians, that the Turbant trembles upon the Head of the Arch-Infidel. 

The Conquest of the Turkish Empire is, at this time, so practicable, 
that nothing is wanting to effect it, but a close and disinterested Union 
amongst Christian Powers; but should they neglect this kind Oppor- 
tunity, Posterity will have just reasons to charge them with the most 
unwarrantable Supineness: But whatever Censures they may undergo 
in this Life, it is to be fear'd, they will have a formidable Account to 
make for their Indolence before a Tribunal that cannot err. 

The perfect Calm and Tranquility in Christendom, seems to be another 
Indication of the Divine Will; there are now great armies on foot, inur'd 
to the Fatigues and Toils of War, and capable of performing the greatest 
Exploits. 

There are other Motives to animate the Christians in this Undertak- 
ing, and to convince some timorous People, that the Force now pro- 
posed will be sufficient to accomplish it. 

The History of the Cruzadas will soon undeceive them; there they 
may observe, that Godfrey of Bouillon, with less than two hundred 
thousand Men, conquer'd Mesopotamia, Syria, and a great Part of the 
lesser Asia, in the space of three years; and that he, and his Successors 
had enjoy'd the Kingdom of Jerusalem for near a Century. 

The great Number of Christians dispersed thro' all Parts of the Turkish 
Dominions, must be consider'd as another Incentive, since we may 
conclude, they will co-operate chearfully in all Measures consistent with 
their Security, for throwing off the Turkish Slavery. 

The present mutinous and unsettled Disposition of the Infidels, es- 
pecially at Constantinople, will prove highly advantageous to our De- 
sign; in spite of all the Artifices, Intrigues, and Donatives of the Ottoman 
Court on one Hand, and the most exquisite Punishments on the other; 
yet such is the violent Passion of the People for a Revolution, that it 
discovers itself more and more every day. 

These Sheets are the Result of long and continued Labours, and 
tho' it would be Presumption to say, the scheme now proposed to Chris- 
tian powers is not susceptible of Improvement, yet this I have the 
Courage to affirm, that it is founded upon no other Motives, but the 
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Glory of God, and a fervent Desire of displaying the Banners of Jesus 
Christ in the Infidel World. 

To form a Project of conquering the vast Empire of Turkey; to unite 
the several Powers who are to accomplish it, who may have all different 
interests and Expectations, to devide the Conquests; to delineate a Plan 
for perpetuating the Tranquility of Christendom, is a task that may seem 
to be invincible to many; and as the Difficulty must be allow'd to be 
very great, I flatter myself with the Indulgence of the candid Part of 
the World, for such Errors as will always attend great Designs. 

Some, perhaps, may be scrupulous enough to doubt, whether a War 
against the Infidels be justifiable upon this Scheme; but to obviate all 
Objections of that Kind, it will be sufficient to say, the Turks are not 
possess'd of one Foot of Ground in the World that was not acquir'd by 
Sacrilege and Imposture, by Violence, Treachery and Oppression. 

Their first Acquisitions in Europe were owing to the most execrable 
Perfidiousness. 

John Palceologus, Emperor of Constantinople, craving their Assistance 
against some Grecian Princes, with whom he was at Variance, had soon 
Reason to bewail his Error; for after the Barbarians had brought those 
Princes to Reason, they possessed themselves of the whole Country. 

Emanuel Palceologus, his successor, fell into the like Mistake; that 
unwary Prince concluded an Alliance with the Tyrant Bajazet, but it 
produced no other Effect but to give him the better Opportunity of 
besieging Constantinople, without any other Pretence but Ambition; 
and the Place must certainly have fallen into his hands, had not the 
Approach of Tamerlane prevented it. 

There is no Occasion to have Recourse to Antiquity for Examples of 
the Turkish Perfidiousness; it is not many years since they siezed upon 
the Morea, in a Time of profound Peace, without the least Umbrage of 
Right. 

But of all the glaring Instances of Treachery in the Histories of Man- 
kind, there is nothing can parallel that of the Turks invading some years 
ago the Persian Territories, at a Time that unhappy Country was agi- 
tated and oppressed with intestine War and Rebellion; for in lieu of 
offering their mediation towards terminating the Differences that gave 
Birth to those Troubles, they seized upon the best Provinces of the 
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Persian Monarchy, without any Declaration of War, or any Pretence 
of Injuries. 

There was but one Person in their Divan, that had virtue enough to 
oppose that atrocious Invasion, as unworthy and base, but all Reasoning 
was ineffectual. 

The Divine Vengeance has since justly pursued that accursed Na- 
tion; the injust and tyrannical Invasion of the Persian Dominions has 
been the Source of their present Calamities; and it is very probable, that 
as Treachery gave the first Settlement of the Power of the Turks, so it 
is in a fair Way of putting an end to it. But to conclude this Topick; 
there can be no room to hesitate about the Motives for a War against 
them, since the Christians must be allow'd to have a Right to recover 
what the Infidels usurp'd contrary to all the Rights of Mankind, and 
that every Sultan upon his Inauguration makes a solemn vow to destroy 
Christianity. 

The Scheme 

of 

Cardinal Alberoni, etc. 

Part I 

Nothing has afforded more just grounds of Complaint, and Grief 
to all good meaning Christians, than to behold the Princes of Europe, 
carrying on, unnecessary, and often, unjust Wars against one another, 
and shedding Streams of Christian Blood, in pursuit of imaginary Glory, 
or trifling and inconsiderable Conquests and frivolous Pretences, whilst 
the inveterate and profess'd Enemies of Christianity are Masters of 
several large and flourishing Provinces and Kingdoms, in Europe and 
Africa, and are Lords of, almost, all Asia. 

Whoever would reflect with a Christian Eye, upon the supine and 
preposterous Conduct of Christian Powers, must be inclinable to think, 
they have been infatuated, or abandon'd to a State of Indolence, that 
will amaze all Men capable of making Reflections: For to imagine, that 
one Christian Prince should make War upon another, on the Score of 
some small Territory or Spot of Ground, when with the same force and 
expence, he might conquer large Kingdoms from Infidels, is shocking 
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and will scarcely gain Credit in distant Periods of Time; but the Chil- 
dren of this Generation can bear Testimony of the Calamities, which 
the Ambition of some Christian Princes, and the Obstinacy of others, 
have created in the World: What Ravages have we seen in Germany, in 
Flanders, in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, Poland and Sweden? What 
countries pillag'd and destroy'd, what cities burnt and laid in 
Ashes? 

Had those Arms, employ'd by Christians in destroying one another, 
been turn'd against Infidels, what Glory must result from such Atchieve- 
ments to Christianity, and what Advantages to Christian Princes? 

Had Lewis XIV. sent those great and formidable Armies that raised 
so much Terror amongst the Princes of Europe, to conquer Barbary, and 
destroy the Pyrates of that Country, which disturb the Commerce of 
the World; he would then have had an indisputable Right to the Title 
of Most Christian: But it may not be proper to proceed any further on 
this Topick; this, however, may be offer'd, that Temporal Views, Am- 
bition, or Revenge have been the great Arcana, that have given Motion 
to the Designs of Christian Princes, tho' Religion has often been ensnar- 
ing Pretext. 

It is to the same Spirit we must impute the Miscarriage of all the 
Cruzada Expeditions that were undertaken some Ages ago by Christian 
Princes against the Saracens and Turks; for tho' it must be granted, 
that Christian Zeal was the principal Motive to those pious Enterprizes, 
yet we must acknowledge with the greatest Regret, that all Regard for 
Religion disappear'd whenever it fell into Competition with worldly 
Expectations and Dominion: Then arose the Spirit of Dissention, which 
disconcerted all such laudable Projects, and, sometimes, animated those 
Princes against one another to such a Hight of Madness, that they be- 
came a Prey to the common Enemy. 

Would to God, I could draw a Veil over those melancholy Times, 
but they will, however, be so far instructive, as to point out to us the 
Consequences of the selfish and imprudent Behaviour of Those Princes 
which may teach such as embark in the present Design, to avoid the 
Rocks that proved so fatal to their Predecessors. 

I am well apprized, some will tax me with having Views of Gain, or 
particular Advantages in proposing this Scheme. 
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Others again, that it is contrived to no other End, but to propagate 
the Religion I profess. 

But I declare in the most solemn Manner, that I am actuated by no 
other Motive, but that of propagating the Christian Religion, without 
the least Expectations of any worldly Profit, or any Byass towards the 
Communion of which I am a Member, which shall be demonstrated in 
the Sequal of this Essay, it being proposed to place the Protestant In- 
terest upon the Equality with that of the Catholicks. 

It will prove an easy Task for me to remove such prejudices, since 
those who are acquainted with my Life and Manners, are so just to 
acknowledge on all Occasions, that Wealth was never my Idol; and I can 
appeal to my own Conscience, there is nothing in Use amongst Men, 
more contemptible to me. 

Were I a Man that delighted in Gain, few had more Opportunities of 
amassing Riches, when the Duke of Vendosme honoured me with his 
Confidence in the Wars of Italy, I was in some Measure, his Treasurer, 
he often rallied me in the most agreeable Manner, for contemning 
Money, saying, he believed, I would never take much Pains to find the 
Philosophers Stone. 

My Station in Spain gave me an Opportunity of making immense 
Acquisition, but I never made Use of any greater Sums, than were 
necessary to support the Dignity of a Minister; and to obviate all 
Jealousies of growing rich at the expense of the Publick, I would suffer 
none of my Relations to come to me. 

I shall have as little Difficulty to acquit myself from the Charge of 
Bigotry; I believe it is pretty well known, that casuistical or contro- 
versial Learning is not my Talent: I have been always persuaded, that 
there should be no other Expedients for reconsiling the different Opinions 
of Christians, but such as are recommended in the Gospel, that is, Meek- 
ness, Forbearance, Sanctity and Purity of Manners; and I flatter myself, 
the Ministers of the Protestant Powers, who resided at the Court of 
Spain, during my Ministry, will do me the justice to acknowledge, they 
never discovered any other sentiments in me; and I was so far preju- 
dic'd against Persecution, that I often advis'd the King to grant Liberty 
of Conscience; but that was not all, I even ventured to propose a Scheme 
for moderating the Power of the Inquisition, which, I am thoroughly 
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persuaded, did not a little contribute to my Fall: And so far was I from 
any Imputation of an exorbitant Zeal for Religion, that my Enemies 
charged me with favouring the Turks, in the last Hungarian War, by 
advising the King to attack Sardinia at that Time. 

Having now, I hope, removed Prejudices, purely notional, I will pro- 
ceed in delineating the Plan of reducing the Turkish Empire under the 
Dominion of Christian Powers. 

This will, no Doubt, appear to some, at first View, not only impracti- 
cable, but even impossible; but, I am convinced, it will prove an easy 
Labour, if the Princes and States of Christendom will lay aside their 
Animosities and Ambition, and embark in this glorious Expedition, upon 
the Principles of Religion and Humanity only; but should it be attempted 
upon any other Foundation, it will infallibly prove abortive. 

It must be acknowledged, the Turkish Dominions are very great, but 
I am so far from thinking, that Extant of Country will be a Barrier to 
them, that, on the Contrary, I am persuaded, nothing can tend more 
effectually towards facilitating the present Design. 

The same Cause prov'd the Way to the Ruin of all the great Empires 
in the World, particularly that of the Romans; for being necessitated to 
send their Forces to the distant Provinces, either to repel Foreign Ene- 
mies, or to suppress Domestick Commotions, they enervated the Center 
of the Empire, which for that Reason, fell into the Power of the Barbar- 
ous Nations. 

Extent of Dominions proved no less fatal to the Saracens, and there 
is the strongest Reasons to think, their Successors will not be more 
fortunate with their mighty Kingdoms: But we must observe this Differ- 
ence between the Condition of the Romans and that of the Turks, that 
the Reputation, Discipline and Valour of the former had render'd them 
formidable in all parts of the then known World, whereas all the Suc- 
cessors of the latter were owing to their Numbers only, or rather, to the 
Dissentions of Christians. 

The Reputation of the Turkish Arms was never established amongst 
Christians; but if ever they had any Pretensions to it, the Success of the 
last War in Hungary must convince them, that it was ill founded: There, 
the Germans, under the Prince of Savoy, vanquished the Infidels in two 
signal Engagements, in spite of their Numbers and other Advantages; 
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that of Belgrade can never be enough celebrated; there the Turkish 
Army was twice as numerous as that of the Christians, which they had, 
in a manner, besieged in their Camp, they were, however, routed, and 
the Place taken with a Garrison of twenty thousand men: So that it 
may be laid down as a Maxim, that any Army of Christians well dis- 
ciplined and commanded by a General of Reputation, will always 
conquer a Turkish, except their Disproportion be very great; for their 
Numbers have often produced no other effect, than to enhance their 
Confusion and Disorder. 

The Spahies of Horfe, were always despised in the Christian Armies; 
the Reputation of their Corps of Foot, call'd the Janizaries, is much 
better; their Number amounts to about Forty Thousand, and are, for 
the most part, the Tribute Children of Christians: But it is very certain, 
that their Military Spirit has been in a diclining State since the Battle 
of Vienna, in which Sobieski, King of Poland, acquired immortal Honour; 
and under Heaven, it is to his Valour and Conduct that Europe is in- 
debted for the Enjoyment of the Christian Religion. 

But nothing can exhibit a more contemptible Idea of the Turkish 
Valour, then the present War against the Persians, a People that even 
their Enemies always despised, yet they have often routed them in the 
Course of this Quarrel, and seem to be in a Condition of conquering 
all their Dominions in Asia: And this at a Juncture, 1 when the Turks, 
having no other Quarrel upon their Hands, united all their Forces. 

If the Persians, then, who were always contemptible in War, as well 
as amongst Christians as Turks, can obtain such victories, at a Time when 
the whole Military Power of their Enemy is employed against them, 
it will be no Paradox to say, our Design will meet with few Obstacles, 
the Turks having already lost the Flower of their Troops, and their most 
experienced Officers in the Persian War. 

Having now, in some Measure, demonstrated the Facility with which 
the Turkish Empire may be subverted, we will endeavour to portray 
the Repartition, as well of the Naval, as the Land forces, and of the 
several Princes and States that are to co-operate in this Grand Enter- 
prise. 

The first step to be taken, is, to appoint a Congress at Batisbon, to 
1 This was wrote before the March of the Russians to Asoph. 
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which the confederate Powers are to be invited in the name of his Im- 
perial Majesty. 

There an Alliance is to be enter'd into for the Conquest of the Turkish 
Empire; in which the Quotas of each are to be adjusted, together with 
a Partition of the Conquests, and Equivalents in favour of such Powers, 
as may Prefer an accession of Territory near their ancient Dominions, 
to any distant Acquisitions; and a Plan of the Military Operations, 
of all which I have attempted the following Schemes. 

Part II 

I. That a Military Chief be established at Venice, as being near the 
Theater of War, as well by Land as by Sea. 

II. That the Emperor and the Germanick Body shall raise an Army 
of one hundred thousand Men, to be commanded by his Imperial Maj- 
esty, or his Captain General. 

III. That her Czarian Majesty shall act against the Tartars with an 
Army of one hundred thousand men. 

IV. That the Kings of Poland, Denmark, and Sweden, shall raise an 
Army of fifty Thousand, viz. 30,000 Poles, 10,000 Danes, and 10,000 
Swedes. 

V. That the Kings of France, Spain, Sicily, Portugal and Sardinia, 
the republics of Venice and Genoa, the Cantons of Switzerland and the 
Grison Ligues shall raise an army of one hundred and twenty thousand 
Men in the following proportions: 

France 30,000 

Spain 20,000 

Naples 10,000 

Portugal 10,000 

Sardinia 10,000 

Venice 10,000 

Genoa 10,000 

Swiss and Grisons 20,000 



120,000 
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Repartition of all the Land Forces to act against the Turks 

His Imperial Majesty and the Germanick Body 100,000 

Her Czarian Majesty 100,000 

The Kings of Denmark, Sweden and Poland fifty 

thousand, viz : 

Denmark 10,000 

Sweden 10,000 

Poland 30,000 50,000 

The Kings of France, Spain, etc., one hundred and 

Twenty Thousand, viz.: 

France 30,000 

Spain 20,000 

Naples 10,000 

Portugal 10,000 

Sardinia 10,000 

Venice 10,000 

Genoa 10,000 

Swiss and Grisons 20,000 120,000 

Total of all the Land Forces 370,000 

Let us now proceed to make an Estimate of the Naval Forces neces- 
sary for this Undertaking, which I think should be no less than an 
hundred ships of the Line, from fifty to seventy Guns, and a propor- 
tionable Number of Frigates, etc. together with a Fleet of one hundred 
Galleys and Gallesses. 

Repartition of the Naval Force 



England to furnish 

Holland 

France 

Spain 

Naples 

Portugal 

Venice 

Genoa 



of the Line 


Frigates 


30 


10 


20 


10 


10 


5 


10 


5 


5 





10 


5 


10 


5 


5 






100 40 
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Here it will be necessary to obviate an Objection that may be made, 
with regard to the Disproportion between the Quotas of England and 
Holland, and those of the other Confederates. 

But there will be nothing further to be offer'd on this Head, but that 
as those Powers are exempted from contributing towards the Land 
Armament, it is equitable that they should make up the Deficiency by 
extraordinary Efforts at Sea. 

Repartition of the Fleet of Galleys, etc. 

France 10 

Spain 10 

Naples 5 

Sardinia 5 

Venice 50 

Genoa 10 

Tuscany 5 

Maltha 5 

100 

As the King of Portugal has no ships of that Structure, it is proposed 
that his Portuguese Majesty shall supply the Fleet of Galleys with 
Hospital Ships and Tenders, which will be pretty near an Equivalent 
for his Quota. 

Besides these Squadrons, it will be necessary to equip another, to 
block up Algier, Tunis and Tripoly, which being Tributary to the Sultan, 
are obliged to send him Succours on all Emergencies: This Squadron 
to be fitted out at the expence of the Crowns of France, Spain and 
Portugal; it being proposed that those places shall be put into their 
Hands as soon as conveniently may be, after the conquest of the Turkish 
Empire. 

The Reason that has induced us to fix the Proportion of the Venetians 
at Fifty Galleys or Galleasses is, that they have a great Number of such 
Vessels, and that they can equip them with great Expedition; to which 
we must add the signal Advantages allotted to them in the event of the 
War. 



Having now endeavoured to adjust the Sea and Land Armaments 
necessary for this Undertaking; it will be proper, in the next Place, to 
settle the following articles in the Congress relating to the partition of 
the Conquest, and other Heads. 

Some will perhaps object, that a Partition would be more natural 
after the Conquest then before. 

To this we must reply, that it is otherwise in all Treaties for carrying 
on offensive Wars, and with Reason too; for should little Princes and 
States have no Certainty with regard to their Expectations, 'till the 
Conclusion, it is to be fear'd, they would find themselves then in a very 
disadvantageous Situation; and we may say, the ill Success of the Holly 
Wars was chiefly owing to the neglect of settling Preliminaries before 
they were begun: And to prevent the like Destiny, we have proposed 
the following Division of the Turkish Empire. 

Here I acknowledge myself at a loss, and embarrass'd: To conquer the 
Turkish Empire is, in my Judgement, an easy Labour, upon the Plan 
proposed; but to devide it, amongst such a Number of Potentates, to 
the Satisfaction of each, is almost insuperable; however, as I have 
hitherto waded thro' a Sea of Difficulties, I will run the Risque of at- 
tempting a Sketch of the Knotty Work. 

Part III 
Partition of the Turkish Empire 

The Duke of Holstein Gottorp to be declared Emperor of Constantinople, 
with all the Titles, Prerogatives and Pre-eminencies enjoy'd by the 
last Emperors of Constantinople, except in such Particulars as are alter'd 
by this Partition. 

All the Turkish Dominions in Asia and Africa, with the Provinces of 
Romania in Europe, to be annexed to that Empire, except as hereinafter 
is declared. 

That the Order of Succession be Hereditary in his male Descendants 
only. 

As this vast Design could not be attempted without the Influence 
and Power of the August Emperor of the Romans, and as this Illustrious 
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House has been always the Rampart of the Christian World against the 
Attempts and Invasions of the Mohametans, it is proposed that all 
Bosnia, Servia, Sclavonia, Macedonia and Wallachia, be yielded to his 
Imperial Majesty in Propriety; and to be under the same Provisions, 
Dispositions and Rule of Succession with the Hereditary Countries, 
as settled by the Pragmatick Sanction. 

His Imperial Roman Majesty is likewise to have Precedence of the 
Emperor of Constantinople, and all other Christian Potentates. 

The Dominions of her Czarish Majesty being already of great Extent 
and as that extraordinary Princess has given the most shining Proofs, 
that publick Liberty is her principal View, with a sencere Desire of Prop- 
agating Religion, we have the greatest Reason to conclude, she will 
look upon the Conquest of Asoph and Tartary, as a reasonable compen- 
sation for her pretensions to the new Conquests; and that she will ac- 
quiesce with the Restitution of her Part of Finland to the Crown of 
Sweden, as an expedient that will conduce very much towards preserv- 
ing the Tranquility of the North 

As the Territories of France are large and flourishing, and as his Most 
Christian Majesty has given invincible Testimonies in the course of the 
last War, that he is not actuated with the Spirit of Ambition, it is pre- 
sumed he will be contented with the Cession of Tunis, and the Glory of 
having so great a Share in Subduing the inveterate Enemy of Chris- 
tianity. 

And to reward the Zeal of his Catholick Majesty, of which he has often 
given signal Proofs in Africa, it is proposed the Confederates shall put 
him into Possession of Algier. 

And as his Portuguese Majesty has always been animated with the 
like pious Intentions, it is proposed to give him Tripoli; nor must it be 
forgot, that his Ancestors had often signalized themselves for the Faith, 
against the Infidels of that Country. 

As the Maxims of Great Britain, being a trading country, will not 
permit her People to enlarge their Dominions, it is proposed to give his 
Britannick Majesty the Island of Candia, and the City of Smyrnia in 
Propriety; nor must we pass it over in Silence that no Princes were 
more zealous in promoting the Cause of Religion in the Holly Wars, 
than two valiant Monarchs of England. 
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And as the States of Holland may be view'd in the same Light, the 
Island of Rhodes, with the City of Aleppo will, we presume, quadrate 
with their Affairs and Expectations in the Levant. 

In order to do justice to the Merit of his Danish Majesty, and as 
none of the Turkish Conquests seem to be suitable to the Situation of his 
Dominions, the Dutchy of Holstein-Gottorp seems to be much more 
advantageous to his Danish Majesty, to which the present Possessor is 
to renounce all his Right, and to all his other Territories in Holstein. 

And as distant Territories can produce but small Advantages to the 
Crown of Sweden, it is reasonable to think a Restitution of the Russian 
Part of Finland will be a better Equivalent with the establishment of 
the Crown of Sweden in the House of Hess-Cassel, to which the Duke of 
Holstein Gottorp is to renounce all his Right. And it is hoped this 
Expedient will prevent Quarrels which might, one Day or other, be 
dreaded from the Pretensions of that Prince to the Crown of Sweden and 
the Dutchy of Sleswick. 

It is for the same Reason that it seems necessary to add Tuskany to 
the Dominions of his Sicilian Majesty, who has already given the World 
Earnests of his Wisdom and Valour. 

His Sardinian Majesty having an uncontroulable Title from his An- 
cestors to Cyprus, Justice demands it loudly for that young Hero, 
descended from a Race of Princes that were often celebrated for their 
valour against the Infidels; and in Regard to his Conduct and Mag- 
nanimity in carrying on the present Design, it seems to be highly reason- 
able to reward him with the Milanese. 

As the Prussian Majesty is blessed with great and flourishing Domin- 
ions, and as he has always discover'd the warmest Sentiments for the 
Publick Good, the great and fertile Island of Negropont will prove a 
valuable Addition to his Prussian Majesty's Territories. 

The House of Bavaria has always deserv'd well of the Christian World, 
and particularly in the Person of his late Electorial Highness, at the 
Siege of Vienna; it seems therefore agreeable to the Dictates of Justice, 
to enlarge the Dominions of that House with the Kingdom of Bohemia, 
which will put an End to all the Pretensions of his Electorial Highness, 
to the other Hereditary Dominions of the House of Austria. 

The Kingdom of Poland having been, for many ages, as a Rampart 
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to Christendom, and as that unhappy Country has been a Scene of War 
or other calamities, for near forty years, it is proposed, in Consideration 
of their Efforts in supporting this Scheme, to make them a Cession of 
Moldavia and all the Country of the Budziac Tartars; and that the 
Crown shall be declar'd hereditary in the House of Saxony, as the only 
Remedy that can prevent those Evils, that will inevitably attend all 
their future Elections, which nothing can enforce more effectually, than 
the Remembrance of the War which has lately deprived Europe of so 
much Christian Blood. 

The Republic of Venice has a Right to the tenderest Consideration 
of Christians, being one of their Barriers against the Infidels, and being 
the First Power of Christendom that lies the most exposed to their 
Fury. And as she has been tyrannically dispossessed of several Terri- 
tories, without any other pretext but such as is generally suggested by 
Violence and Power, we presume all the Confederates will chearfully 
grant her all Dalmatia, and restore the Morea which was torn from 
her about twenty years ago. 

The Republic of Genoa has often made signal Efforts against the Ene- 
mies of the Christian Faith, from whom they receive daily Injuries in 
their Commerce: And as her Territories are very inconsiderable, and 
her Affairs in a declining state, Equity, no doubt, incline the Confeder- 
ates to give her that part of Greece now called IAvadia, and to establish 
her Sovereignty in Corsica. 

The Pretensions of the Knights of Maltha may be easily adjusted; 
Glory has been always their own View, and as it is that alone that has 
supported them for so many generations against the exorbitant Power 
of the Turks, so we have Reason to believe they will search after no other 
Rewards but the satisfaction of contributing to the Fall of the common 
Enemy. 

As the Cantons of Switzerland and the Grisons can have no Views of 
extending their Dominions, it is presumed double Pay for their Troops, 
during the Continuance of the War, will answer their Expectations. 

That all the Islands in the Archipelago not specified in this Partition, 
be reserv'd for such young Princes, and Generals, as shall be most dis- 
tinguished in the course of the War. 
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The following Preliminaries must be likewise settled in the Congress 

I. Religion to be established in the Empire of Constantinople, upon 
the Foot of the Peace of Westphalia, without prejudice to the Rights, 
Doctrine, or Discipline of the Greek, Coptic or Armenian Churches. 

II. That a general Tariff be agreed upon for all Christian Powers, 
without distinction, or special Privileges, in favour of any particular 
nation. 

III. That no Prince or State whatever, shall pretend to the Sover- 
eignty of the Archipelago, which will it is hoped, bend very much towards 
promoting Trade and preventing Disputes for the Flag. 

IV. The Dardanells to be demolished. 

V. The Dominum Maris of the Emperors of Constantinople to be 
limited to the Streights of Gallipoli. 

It may perhaps afford Matter of Speculation, that we should take such 
Pains to set Boundaries to the Power of the Constantinopolitan Em- 
perors in Europe, as well by Land as at Sea; but whoever reflects upon 
the great extent of the Turkish Dominions in Asia and Africa, which by 
this Partition, are to fall to the Lot of the Emperors of Constantinople, 
except Smyrnia and Aleppo, with two Islands, it must be concluded, 
that the European Powers cannot be too watchful for their own Security. 

The World has to much Reason to lament the exorbitant Power of 
some Princes, since it has been often employ'd to no other end, but to 
Support ambitions and unwarrantable Designs. 

It is therefore prudent to contrive all expedients for preventing such 
an Excess of Power in any Prince, as may render him a Terror to his 
Neighbours. 

It is hoped, indeed, that our Scheme of a perpetual Dyet, for establish- 
ing the Tranquility of Christendom, will produce the end proposed, but it 
is difficult to guaranty future events; there is a strange Revolution in 
the course of sublunary Affairs; nothing is more variable than Political 
Systems; Princes that have been for several years at Variance, are in a 
Moment, thro' some new Influence or Speculations, running into one 
another's Arms, and making compliments of what had before cost 
Streams of Blood. 

It is not, then, impossible but the new Emperor, or his Successors, 
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may hi Time, have views that will not quadrate with the Interest of 
Europe, his Power cannot, therefore, be too much confined on that Side; 
nor would it indeed be prudent to annex Romania to the new Empire, 
were it not for the conveniency of Provisions, and to prevent the Dis- 
putes, or Quarrels, which might arise between the Inhabitants of Con- 
stantinople (who were always a seditious People) and the subjects of the 
Roman Emperor; besides, it must be observ'd, that certain Districts, 
or Territories are always annexed to great Cities. 

All things being now settled in the Congress, for carrying on the War, 
the Transition to the Field will be natural. 

Scheme of the Military Operations 

It will be of great importance to have all the Armies in Motion at the 
same time, in order to strike the greater Terror amongst the Infidels: 
But to proceed: 

The Russian Army is to march against the Tartars of Crim and Little 
Tartary; and after subduing them, then to attack the places upon the 
Caspean Sea, which, Asoph excepted, are very inconsiderable: As for 
the Tartars, their Discipline is much upon a Level with that of the 
Militia of Spain and other Countries; their great skill in the Art of War, 
extends no further, than to plunder and burn, which is the Province 
assigned to them by the Turks (to whom they are Tributaries) when 
they are at war with Russia or Poland; so that her Czarish Majesty's 
Troops would have no other Difficulty, but that of securing their Con- 
voys from Nations that subsist by Rapine and Depredations. 

The Polish, Danish and Swedish Armies are to rendezvous upon the 
Vistula, and to open the Carnpain with the Siege of Choczin, the Turkish 
Frontier on the Side of Podolia: The Place is well fortified, and will 
perhaps make a good Defence; but as the Infidels will probably be 
attack'd at the same time, on the Side of the Caspian, in Greece and on 
the Danube, they will not be in a Condition to bring any Army into the 
Field, formidable enough to relieve it, so that it may be supposed, the 
Besiegers will be Masters of it in thirty Days, open Trenches. The Army 
is afterwards to March by the Niester, to reduce Moldavia, Budziac, 
Tartary, Trebizonde and other Places on the North-West Side of the 
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Black Sea; and to be commanded by the Polish, Danish and Swedish 
Generals, alternately. 

The German Army is to rendezvous at Belgrade, and to march to 
the Siege of Nizza; after the Surrender of which, Viddin and Nicoppolis, 
and some other places, less important, upon the Danube, must be taken, 
which will prevent the Infidels from sending Provisions, by that River, 
to the Black Sea, for supplying Constantinople. 

There are some other Places of Strength in the Turkish Provinces 
on that Side; but they are very inconsiderable, when they are viewed in 
the same Light, with those in Flanders and Germany, and may be all 
reduced, in one Campaign, by an Army that commands the Field. 

The Army of France and the other Powers that are to act on the side 
of Greece, are to rendezvous in Sicily, being a country of great Plenty, 
and lying near the Archipelago. This army is to be commanded by his 
Sardinian Majesty, or, if that should be found impracticable, then by a 
Marshal of France. 

Both Fleets are to rendezvous at Messina, where there is a large and 
spacious Harbour; a great Number of Transport Ships must be provided, 
which can be easily effected considering the Nearness of Leghorn, Genoa, 
Naples, and other Ports in the Mediterranean; Part of the Forces may 
be put on board the Ships of War and Galleys, so that it may be com- 
puted, the whole Transport will be performed in three Embarkations, 
by Reason of the Shortness of the Passage from Sicily to the Morea, 
where the first Attempt is to be made, by attacking Coran and Modon, 
which lye in the Entrance of the Archipelago. 

The Islands of Mytilene and Tenedos must be taken likewise, as well 
on account of their safe and convenient Harbours, as their Nearness to 
the Dardanells. 

The Dardanells are too strong Forts in the Streights of Gallipoli, about 
two hundred miles from Constantinople, one of which is in Europe, and 
the other in Asia, within Cannon Shot of each other: Those Forts are 
look'd upon to be a great Security to Constantinople, but they are 
much inferior in Strength to those in the Sound. 

As the Attempt must be on that city, and consequently, the principal 
Scene of Action on that Side, we must be very particular in every Thing 
that relates to it. 
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There are several good Ports near those Castles, capable of receiv- 
ing numerous Fleets; the Country on each Side abounts with every 
Thing necessary for supporting Armies; as Wheat, Wines, and Cattle, 
and it is from thence, that Constantinople is chiefly supplied with Pro- 
visions. 

But this is not all the Advantage, that will result from seizing those 
Forts; it will not only cut off all Communications between the Morea 
and Constantinople, but likewise with Egypt, which supplies that City 
with several Kinds of Necessities, so that there is Reason to think, it 
would soon be compelled to surrender, for Want of Provisions, which 
must be abundant indeed, to support a Place, where there is above a 
million of People. 

Before I proceed further, it will be incumbent upon me, to obviate an 
Objection of no small Importance that will naturally arise against this 
Scheme, that is, that the Power of the Infidels is very formidable, as 
well by Land as by Sea, and consequently, that they will oppose the 
Progress of the Christian Arms. 

I have already, in several Parts of this Essay, delivered my Sentiments 
of the Turkish Armies, which are, indeed, very numerous; but this I lay 
down as a Postulation, that they will never be in a Condition to oppose 
the Christian Forces stipulated by this Scheme, tho' they had not been 
plunged in the present destructive War with the Persians. 

As to their Naval Force, we grant, they have a great Number of 
Sultanas, but their principal strength is in their Galleys and Galleasses; 
it is, however, so inconsiderable when opposed to that of the Christians, 
that we may affirm, they will not venture to appear at Sea against them. 

Their Naval Power never made any tolerable figure in the World, 
since the Battle of Lepanto, where they receiv'd a fatal Blow from the 
Venetian Fleet, under the Command of Don John of Austria; nor is it 
well possible, that any nation can be considerable at Sea, without an 
extensive Navigation, which alone is the Nursery of Sea-Men, all other 
Expedients being vain and trifling. Now the Traffick of the Mohame- 
tans is generally confin'd to their own Dominions being under a Prohi- 
bition of Trading with Christians; so that they have no skillful sailors, 
and consequently, we may conclude, they are too prudent to hazard 
a battle with a Christian fleet as is now proposed, since under Providence 
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there can be no room to doubt, but Victory will fall in the share of the 
latter. 

Let us now return to the operations of the Christian Fleets and Army, 
before the Dardanells, which being attack'd by Sea and Land, must 
fall into their Hands, after that, they are to proceed to the Bay of Galli- 
poli, where the Troops are to be disembark'd. 

The Infidels have large Magazines, and a pretty strong Fort at that 
place, which must be taken in; then the Army is to march to Galata, 
which is well fortified; this Place is less than a French League to the 
Northward of Constantinople, to which it serves for a Suburb; but it 
cannot make any long Defence against such Forces; and its Surrender 
will, no Doubt, be soon follow'd with that of the Seat of the Empire, 
which is not indeed tenable: As for the Seraglio, and some other Towers, 
they may be looked upon in the same Light with the Castles of the City 
of Naples, and those of several other large cities, which are designed for 
no other End, than to keep the Inhabitants in Awe 

Some perhaps will object, that there are several Fortresses in Greece, 
and in the Islands that ought to be taken in according to the Rules of 
War, which require that no Enemy should be left in the Rear; this, we must 
allow, to be the general Practice; but it is often dispensed with, upon 
extraordinary Emergences, as it well may be on this Occasion; for 
should the Christians possess Constantinople, the Places in Greece must 
fall of course, all their Communication being cut off with the other 
Turkish Dominions; besides, it must be observ'd, that the Loss of the 
Seat of the Empire, where the Sultan has his Magazines, Arsenals, Docks, 
and all his immense Treasures of Money and Precious Stones, etc., 
would spread such a consternation thro' the whole Empire, that the 
Governors of those places would chearfully accept of any Terms; for, 
generally speaking, the Fate of a Country depends upon that of the 
Metropolis. 

Let us now suppose the Christian Powers in Possession of all the 
Turkish Dominions in Europe: Our next Progress must be to the Con- 
quest of those in Asia and Africa. 

This will appear to be a much more practicable Task, than the former; 
since we may well imagine, the Infidels to have made their greatest 
efforts in Defence of their European Territories: 
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It must be likewise observ'd, there is not one Garrison in all their 
Asiatick Dominions, or those of Africa, that is fortified in the modern 
Taste; so that we may say, the Christian Armies would have little more 
work upon their Hands, than to take Possession of them. 

I am indepted for this Intelligence to M . Bernier, a great favourite 
with the Duke of Vendostne, and a skillful Ingineer; he gave many In- 
stances of his great Abilities in that Art, during the War that broke out 
in Italy in the Year 1701; it was then I contracted a strict Frindship 
with him, on account of his Merit and his Address in conducting Affairs 
that required Secrecy and Management. 

I sent this Gentleman, in the Year 1730, to reconnoitre all the con- 
siderable Cities and Fortresses of the Turks in Asia and Africa, where 
he passed for a Mussulman, and where he continued three Years; and 
he assures me, that even their Frontier Towns there, have no other 
Fortifications but plain walls and Ditches in the Manner of the Antients. 

Before the new Expedition is undertaken, it will in all probability be 
found necessary, to form new Plans of operation, in which it will be 
impossible to prescribe any other Rules, than this, that all Efforts should 
be made to comment more and more the Union of Christian Powers, 
which is the only Basis of all future Hopes and Expectations, and the 
only Arcanum that can pave the Way to the Conquest of the Turkish 
Empire in Asia and Africa, which may be accomplished in two Cam- 
paigns. 

But nothing can be more conducive towards attaining the desirable 
end, than that the revenues of the new Conquest should be appropriated 
towards pursuing the grand Design; for we may well imagine, that the 
Misapplication would create Jealousies, that must be attended with 
fatal Consequences. 

It is likewise absolutely necessary, that no alterations should be made 
in the Taxes, or the Mode of collecting, for that has often given the 
greatest Offense to the Christian subjects of Turkey, when the Fortune 
of War throw them under the Dominion of Christian Powers, and made 
them wish for the restoration of their old Governors, with whom it is 
a Maxim, never to make any alterations in their Taxes. 

Let us suppose that three Campaigns will reduce the whole Turkish 
Dominions in Europe, Asia and Africa under the Power of the Christian 
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Confederates; our next Effort must tend towards a scheme for preserving 
them, which can never be effected without a Perpetual Dyet of the Chris- 
tian Powers, vested with Authority to determine all Disputes and Con- 
troversies amicably. 

Had such a Tribunal, as this, been established in Christendom, we 
should not have seen Europe so often harrassed and distracted, by un- 
reasonable as well as unnatural Wars. 

Part IV 
Scheme op a Perpetual Dyet 

I. There Shall be for the future, a Perpetual Dyet, of the Ministers, 
or Deputies of all the Sovereign Princes and States of Christendom, 
established at Batisbon, to be under the same Regulations, and to have 
the same Forms and Manner of Proceeding as are now in use in the 
German Dyet held there. 

II. All Controverses that may arise amongst Christian Princes, or 
States, on account of Religion, Successions, Marriages, or any other 
Cause or Pretence whatever, are to be there determined by such a 
Number of Voices as are required to make a Majority by the Constitu- 
tion of the Empire: Such Determination to be made within the Space 
of one Year, to be computed from the Time any Controversy shall 
be brought before the Dyet. 

III. In case any of the Powers at Variance shall refuse to submit to 
such Determination, within six months after the same shall be notified 
Authentically and in Form, then such Power to be treated as a Dis- 
turber of the Publick Tranquility, and the Dyet is to proceed against 
such with Military Execution, until he or they shall submit to their 
Decisions and make Reparations for All Wrongs, and reimburse all the 
Expenses of the War enter'd into for that Purpose. The Quota of the 
Forces of every Prince or State, to be fix'd upon the Foot of the Matric- 
ulation now established in the empire. 

Thus I have given the Out-Line of the most comprehensive Designs, 
that have ever yet appear'd in the World; one for subduing the haughty 
and vast Empire of the Turks; another for a partition of the Conquests 
and the third for securing them, by this Scheme, of a Perpetual Dyet. 



106 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

What Success my Endeavours will have, must be the product of 
Time; but the Judicious will soon discern the Labyrinths I must have 
passed thro', to bring such Projects to any shape or Consistency. 

Before I conclude it will be very proper to give some Character of the 
Turks. 

Of all Nations upon Earth, they are the most finished Bigots, and 
slaves to Superstition, as well in Peace, as in War, a Notion prevailing 
amongst them that they only are true Believers, or as it were, the Elect; 
it is upon that fallacious Principle, that they assure themselves of suc- 
cess in all their Enterprizes; but if they happen to be disappointed in the 
Event, they conclude their Prophet is angry with them for some Trans- 
gressions of his Law; which always discourages them from making any 
new Attempts, or even any tolerable Resistance against Christian Armies. 

This ill grounded Doctrine has, however, been often advantageous 
to the Christians, in their Quarrels with the Infidels, and particularly 
in the last Hungarian War; for after they were defeated before Belgrade, 
the Place surrendered immediately, tho' it was provided with a Garrison 
of twenty Thousand Men, as was observ'd before, with a Year's Provi- 
sion, and that it is one of the strongest Fortresses in the World. 

It is thro' the Prevalency of this Opinion, that no People are so slow 
in Recovering their Losses, or Disgraces; for they think it is in vain to 
make any vigorous Efforts, 'till they have some visible Marks of being 
restor'd to the good Grace of their False Prophet. 

It is very certain their Naval Power has not yet recover'd the Blow 
which they receiv'd at Lepanto, near two hundred Years ago, nor their 
Land-Forces that at Vienna in 1683. 

Their Empire has, indeed, been in a languishing State for more than 
a Century, which has been, with great Justice, imputed to a general 
Corruption and Venality, scarcely known in the World, since the Time 
of the Romans; for every Thing is sold amongst these true Believers. 

And as no Nation is so slow in recovering their Misfortunes, so none sup- 
ports them with less Fortitude, pouring all their Wrath upon the Heads 
of their unhappy Commanders, whenever Victory turns against them. 

There is, indeed, an important Objection that lyes in our Way, and 
must be removed before we conclude, that is, that in Case the Christians 
should make war upon the Turks, the Persians and Moors (Subjects 
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of Morocco) would run to their Assistance, all professing the Doctrine 
of Mohamet. 

Let us suppose for the present, this to be true, it would, in my Judg- 
ment, produce no other Alteration in Our Scheme, than to augment the 
Christian Forces, which can be effected with the greatest Facility, con- 
sidering the formidable Armies now on Foot in Christendom. 

Should that be the Case, Persia must be attack'd by the Troops of 
her Czarian Majesty, and those of Poland, Denmark and Sweden on the 
side of Georgia, Gilan and the Provinces on the South of the Caspian 
Sea. 

And as to the Moors, it will be easy to give them a Diversion on the 
Side of the Atlantick, and in Barbary; and nothing can furnish us with 
a more despicable Idea of the Discipline of those People, than the many 
fruitless Attempts upon so unconsiderable a Place as Ceuta, for so many 
Years: Besides, it must be observ'd that their Hatred to the Turks is 
implacable. 

But there are the most convincing Reasons to believe, that neither 
the Moors nor Persians would take any Part in the Turkish Quarrels, 
as well on account of Religious Differences, as Interest; nor have I 
been able to collect from any History, that the Persians ever sent Suc- 
cours to the Turks, in any of their Wars with the Christians; there are 
no Nations in the World so piqu'd at each other, tho' both derived from 
the same stock, and the Hatred of the Persians to their Brethren is so 
boundless, that it is a saying amongst them; There is more Merit in 
killing one Turk than nineteen Christians. 

To this we must add, that the Conquest of Turkey in Europe might 
be well effected, before either the Persians or Moors could send any 
Succours, considering the present shatter'd and ruinous Condition of 
their Armies and Affairs. 

But as all those Mohametan nations, Turks, Persians and Moors, have 
for several years been harrass'd and wasted by intestine Wars and Rebellions, 
it would seem, as if the Divine Hand was directing the Christian Sword to 
put a Period to the Dominions of the Infidels, and to accomplish a Prophecy 
which is in several Copies of their Alcoran, That in the later times, 
the Sword of the Christians will rise and drive them from their 
Empire. Finis. 



